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(Ashvagosha, 'Buddhacarita,' XXVI, 83-6, 88-106)  

Thereupon the Buddha turned to his Disciples, and said to them: 'Everything comes to an end, though it may 

last for an aeon. The hour of parting is bound to come in the end. Now I have done what I could do, both for 

myself and for others. To stay here would from now on be without any purpose. I have disciplined, in heaven 

and on earth, all those whom I could discipline, and I have set them in the stream. Hereafter this my Dharma, 

0 monks, shall abide for generations and generations among living beings. Therefore, recognize the true 

nature of the living world, and do not be anxious; for separation cannot possibly be avoided. Recognize that all 

that lives is subject to this law; and strive from today onwards that it shall be thus no more ! When the light of 

gnosis has dispelled the darkness of ignorance, when an existence has been seen as without substance, peace 

ensues when life draws to an end, which seems to cure a long sickness at last. Everything, whether stationary 

or moveable, is bound to perish in the end. Be ye therefore mindful and vigilant! The time for my entry into 

Nirvana has now arrived. These are my last words!' ,  

Thereupon, supreme in his mastery of the trances, He at that moment entered into the first trance, emerged from 

it and went on to the second, and so in due order he entered all of them without omitting one. And then, when 

he had ascended through all the nine stages of meditational attainment, the great Seer reversed the process, and 

returned again to the first trance. Again he emerged from that, and once more he ascended step by step to the 

fourth trance. When he emerged from the practice of that, he came face to face with everlasting Peace. 

And when the Sage entered Nirvana, the earth quivered like a ship struck by a squall, and firebrands fell from 

the sky. The heavens were lit up by a preternatural fire, which burned without fuel, without smoke, without 

being fanned by the wind. Fearsome thunderbolts crashed down on the earth, and violent winds raged in the 

sky. The moon's light waned, and, in spite of a cloudless sky, an uncanny darkness spread everywhere. The 

rivers, as if overcome with grief, were filled with boiling water. Beautiful flowers grew out of season on the Sal 

trees above the Buddha's couch, and the trees bent down over him and showered his golden body with their 

flowers. Like as many gods the five-headed Nagas stood motionless in the sky, their eyes reddened with grief, 

their hoods closed and their bodies kept in restraint, and with deep devotion they gazed upon the body of the 

Sage. But, well-established in the practice of the -supreme Dharma, the gathering of the gods round king 

Vaishravana was not grieved and shed no tears, so great was their attachment to the Dharma. The Gods of the 



Pure Abode, though they had great reverence for the Great Seer, remained composed, and their minds were 

unaffected; for they hold the things of this world in the utmost contempt. The Kings of the Gandharvas and 

Nagas, as well as the Yakshas and the Devas who rejoice in the true Dharma-they all stood in the sky, mourning 

and absorbed in the utmost grief. But Mara's hosts felt that they had obtained their heart's desire. Overjoyed 

they uttered loud laughs, danced about, hissed like snakes, and triumphantly made a frightful din by beating 

drums, gongs and tom-toms. And the world, when the Prince of Seers had passed beyond, became like a 

mountain whose peak has been shattered by a thunderbolt; it became like the sky without the moon, like a pond 

whose lotuses the frost has withered, or like learning rendered ineffective by lack of wealth.  
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